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PRESIDENT WOODRUFF'S COMMUNICATION. 


THE Deseret News makes the follow- 
ing remarks on the Communication 
of President Wilford Woodruff to 
the Church, and which was pub- 
lished in Srar No. 35. We com- 
mend it to the consideration of the 
Saints. . 


Two weeks ago yesterday (August 
5th) there was published in this jour- 
nal a communication to the Latter- 
day Saints throughout the world, 
from President Wilford Woodruff, in 
behalf of the Quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles. It was received with glad- 


ness by every faithful member of the 
Church to whom it reached. By 
them it has doubtless been duly re- 

ex- 


flected upon, and its spirit a 
hortations taken to heart. 

The leading object of the epistle 
was to promulgate the fact that, as 
President John Taylor had passed 
behind the veil to join his faithful 
brethren who had preceded him, to 
co-operate with them in bringing to 

the righteous purposes of the 
Almighty in relation to the earth, the 
Twelve Apostles, as was their prero- 
gative, had assumed the position of 
chie‘ residency over the Church. 


This notification was followed by ad- 
vice to which every Latter-day Saint 
should give due attention. 


The communication was necessarily 
compendions,, being a great deal 
confined within a |jmited space. Those 
who possess the same spirit by which 
it was dictated can elaborate it in 
their reflections, truth beget truth 
within the diligent and frnit ul mind. 
Asa reminder of the paxport of the 
letter, that the memories of the Sajnts 
may stirred in relation to it, we 
will introduce a few quotations, be- 


ginning with the following: 


**As Saints of the Most while 
living, let us give our hearts to sanc- 
tify ourselves by keeping His command- 
ments, have ail in our lamps, our ho in 
order, and roe and prayerfully ‘ook 
forward to the day of deliverance, the set 
time for the accomplishment of which is 
fast approaching.” 


In order that a people may give 
their hearts to God and sanctif 
themselves by keeping His command- 
ments, they must be de- 
voted in the full sense of the term. 
They should be turned in the direc- 
tion of the truth intellectually, affec- 
tionally and morally. This means that 
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the truth must be learned through the 
faculties with which mankind are 
endowed. is progressiveness is 
reached by diligent and 
the stimulus given to the faithful by 
the presence of the Holy Spirit. The 
exercise of the affectional part of 
man’s nature implies the cultivation 
of a broad and comprehensive love 
not only of God and truth, but of the 
human race. There must be but 
little room in a narrow soul whose 
affections are centered in himself and 
radiate within a narrow circle, to re- 
ceive a copious blessing from the Fa- 
ther of Love. The cultivation of the 
- moral nature is the adoption of a per- 
sistence in pursuing a course consist- 
ent with right and justice. To deter- 
minedly regulate the conduct by prin- 
ciple, no matter what may be the con- 

uence. Indeed, the immediate re- 
a may appear to be disadvantage- 
ous, but the ultimate effect must ne- 
cessarily be an increase of power. 
There can be no departure from truth 
separate from ultimate disaster, nor 
can there be a conformity therewith 
_ without ultimate justification and re- 
ward. All things are justified or con- 
demned by law—according as it is 
obeyed or infringed upon, and no 
blessing is obtainable except upon 
the conditions — which its posses- 
sion is predicated. Hence there is no 
royal road to exaltation. The path 
that leads to the glorious goal is the 
path of principle. 

Thus, by giving the exercise of the 
whole nature of a mortal to the learn- 
ing of truth, the love of God and his 
felicwnian, and obedience to correct 
principle, can the fulness of the sta- 
ture of a man in Christ, or after the 
pattern of our Lord, be attained. A 


man might yield a technical obedi- 
ence to all the ordinances or sacra- 
mental observances of the Gospel, 


and yet fall far short of attaining an 
exaltation in the kingdom of God. 
They are eternal laws, and as neces- 
sary as any other portion of the plan, 
but they are but the sO 
to speak, of the religious superstruc- 
ture that should be reared in every 
individual case. They probably bear 
the same relation to the cultivation 
_ of the powers of man, that the skele- 
tonfdoes tothe body. The high spiri- 
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tual cultivation clothes it with sym- 
metrical shape and beauty. 

The Saints are advised to have 
“ oil in their lamps.” What does this 
figurative expression —used in the 
parable of the wise and foolish vir- 
gins—mean? In reference to the for- 
mer, a modern revelation states that 
they are those who have “taken the 
Holy Spirit for their guide.” The 
other class are professing Saints who 
have been absorbed in the pursuit of 
merely worldly advan or have 

ted their conduct by borrowed 
light, forgetting that it is the privi- 
lege of each for himself, by comply- 
ing with the conditions of com panion- 
ship, to be in possession of that moni- 
tor, to direct him in the sphere in 
which he moves. Itappears that this 
class will even exercise the borrowin 
proclivity at the last moment, an 
want to obtain a little oil from their 
more fortunate and consistent breth- 
ren, who will then, however, have, in 
the crisis that will prevail, no time to 
waste in looking after those who have 
hitherto perhaps held on tenaciously 
to their coat tails. 

To have a supply of oil (the Holy 
Spirit) on hand, sufficient for every 
emergency, it is necessary to trust in 
God and not rely upon the arm of 
flesh, and to diligently seek to dis- 
cover what conditions are congenial 
to that influence and what repugnant. 
Now, if a cultivated, pure and intelli- 
gent friend be invited into a habita- 
tion, and when he enters he finds 
everything in confusion and in a filthy 
condition, with a hog—a 
fitting emblem of selfishness—repo- 
sing in one corner of the room, how 
long is it supposable he would re- 
main, and how long would it be be- 
fore be returned after taking his de- 

ure? Certainly not until that 
welling had undergone a thorough 
scrubbing and cleaning, and the ap- 
propriate inmate of the sty had been 
removed to his own suitable quarters. 
Well, then, the Saints should be “the 
temples of God,” or of the Holy 
Ghost, who has no fellowship for 
actual material filth nor for an un- 
clean spiritual condition, such as self- 
ishness, impure thoughts, lustful or 
covetous desires. In all the affairs 
of life, every incident that occurs, it 
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is needful that the correct principle 
upon which to act be ascertained, and 
then adhere to it; otherwise there 
must be a loss of spiritual power. 
The matter of setting the houses of 
the Saints in order is one of moment- 
ous importance. The family is a 
compact, organized — of which 
the man is the head and the woman 
being united with him, the two, in 
their relative spheres, preside over 
their children. Each member occu- 
pies his or her sphere, and when there 
is any departure from it a schism is 
the result and confusion inevitable. 
It sometimes occurs that conditions 
in the family circle are completely re- 
versed, the children ruling the wo- 
man and the woman her husband. 
Comparing the patriarchal or family 
system to the human body, when this 
reversal of its order exists it is equal 
to the incongruous spectacle of a man 
endeavoring to walk on his hands 
with his feet in the air. As a neces- 
sary consequence, when such is the 
case, locomotion is impeded, progress 
imperceptible, and the exhibition ab- 


surd. 

A well-ordered and regulated fami- 
ly, where the spirit of devotion and 
love of God permeates, is one of the 
best institutions on earth for young 
people to graduate from. In that re- 
spect it is far ahead of the most 
thorough college that was ever estab- 
lished. It is there where the funda- 
mental principle that should underlie 
a sound education are implanted in 
the human mind. It is there where 
shape and impetus are given to the 
future life, its current being thus 
fame into proper and useful chan- 
ne 

“ Let us not seek occasion for offense 
one against. another,” is the language 
of the venerable apostle. How ne- 
cessary it is that the people should 
obey that injunction, the non-obser- 
vance of which is a prolific source of 
injustice and disunion. No man 
should be made an offender for a 
word, and the role of the mischief- 
maker should be studiously avoided. 
The tale-bearer, who is also a misre- 
presenter of facts, is unworthy the 
title of Saint. He is the cause of in- 
calculable trouble. By his capacity 
for bearing false witness, hé will fre- 
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quently make statements g 
his brother that cause a feeling to 
exist against the latter, leaving him 
in entire ignorance of the reason for 
estrangements that may ensue, and 
without an opportunity to defend 
himself against aspersions cast upon 
him. In some instances the receiver 
and believer of the insinuations of 
this class is a participator in the 
wrong. An effectual antidote to the 
doings of the tattler who seeks to 
build himself upon the shadows he 
casts on others, is to bring him face 
to face with those upon whom he re- 
flects. A few lessons in that line 
might result in some instances in a 
cure, when the complaint has not 
reached the chronic s 

One of the most important in- 
junctions contained in the communi- 
cation is in reference to the proper 
and legitimate use of the holy priest- 
hood. It has been given for specific 
and saving objects, and when diverted 
from those channels to the purpose of 
gaining personal advantage, the power 
ern to it departs, the possessor 

eing left barren of its authority and 
gifts. When used for the furtherance 
of the objects for the attainment of 
which it has been bestowed, he who 
thus employs it is en ra with the 
invisible church behind the vail and 
the powers of heaven, by whose wis- 
dom, and not that of mere mortality, 
he will be led. On this subject there 
is nothing more beautiful, appopriate 
or strikingly true than the following 
words of the Prophet Joseph Smith: 


Behold, there are many called, but few 
are chosen. And why are they not chosen? 

ad 
upon the things of this wor aspire to 
the bases of men, that they do not learn 
this one lesson— 

That the rights of the priesthood are in- 

y conn with the powers of 
heaven, and that the powers of heaven can- 
not be controled nor handled only upon 
the principles of righteousness. 

That they may be conferred upon us, it 
is true; but when we undertake to cover 
our sins, or to gratify our pride, our vain 
ambition, or to exercise control, or domi- 
nion, or compulsion, upon the souls of the 
children of men, in any degree of ight- 
eousness, old, the heavens withdraw 
themselves; the Spirit of the Lord is 
grieved; and when it is withdrawn, Amen 
to the priesthood, or the authority of that 
man, 
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Behold! ere he is aware, he is left unto | chosen. 


himself, to kick against the pricks: to Poy 
secute the Saints, and to fight against God. 

We have learned, by sad experience, 
that it is the nature and disposition of al- 
most all men, as soon as they get a little 
authority, as they suppose, they will im- 
mediat begin to exercise unrighteous 


Hence many are called, but few are 


No power or influence can or t to 
by virtue of the prie 
0 rsuasion, ering, 
gentleness and meekness, by love un- 
which 

and pure knowl 
shall greatly enlarge the soul wiboet hy- 
pocrisy, without guile. 


THE PLEASURES OF LIFE. 


THE greater part of the discontent 
and misery in the world is amon 
people who might easily be content 
and happy if they only knew the way 
to the real pleasures of life. The 
door of these pleasures is wide open, 
the path leading thither is clear, but 
from inattention or too early getting 
into the wrong path it is missed and 
never found in life. The result isa 
large number of discontented, grum- 
bling, and unhappy people, to whom 
life not bring much, and who 
make it disagreeable, so far as they 
can, to all around them. They abound 
everywhere. There is probably as 
much discontent among the rich—as 
much useless fretting and wondering 
what to do—as there is misery amon 
the poor. Poverty, disease and deat 
are not the worst afflictions of the 
and ignorance where to go and what 
to do, and these are all our own fault. 
In such a world as this man may be 


very happy if he will only take the 
right road. But the path leading to 
the real of life needs to be 
continually pointed out. It is old 


and time-worn, but people seem to 
have endless difficulty in finding it. 
To begin with, it may be said that 
there is no lasting pleasure possible 
apart from the acceptance of responsi- 
bility and discharge~of duty. No 
amount of wealth can obviate this 
simple law. The men who make large 
fortunes are happier than those who 
spend and the man who works 
too much than he who works too 
little. Mankind has so many serious 
problems to work out, and so many 
victories to win, that no one can be 
happy who is not taking part in the 
toil and strife of the race. To find 


one’s duly sp work, and be 
doing it, is truly, therefore, a blessed 
thing—quickly becoming itself a plea- 
sure, and a foundation for the further 
leasures of rest and recreation. Nor 
is there any varied range of pleasures 
possible except through the cultiv- 
tion and discipline of the mind. The 
highest pleasures are not sensual, but 
mental, social and moral. The things 
the body can eat, drink and wear are 
few, but there is no limit to the rich 
and varied stores which feed the 
mind. The whole history of the hu- 
man race, the vast fields of literature, 
ancient and modern, with its poetry, 
fiction and dramas, the wide domain 
of science, with its beautiful story 
beginning at the dawn of creation and 
continuing down to the present mo- 
ment—over such fields the cultivated 
mind may roam, finding exquisite 
pleasure everywhere. Companionsbi 
of the noblest minds of the world, 
discussion of the greatest problem 
interest in all important questions o 
the time, daily observation of nature 
aud human kind, appreciation of art 
and music, are all possible to the mind 
that has fitted itself for such things. 
It is evident that an infinitely varied 
happiness is to be found in these 
directions. The pursuit of wealth is 
narrow compared with such resou 
and the richest man is poor camateed 
with one whose mind has been so 
quickened and disciplined that it can 
go anywhere and find pleasure in 
every beautiful and useful thing. A 
further secret of happiness lies in 
right action. This is so old a story 
that it has grown wearisome, and 
being repeated so often seems to have 
no importance. Each generation 
takes the wrong path in spite of 
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Bible, the churches and all the expe- 

ibility of finding any lasting plea- 
a in wrongdoing has to be demon- 
strated over and over again, at fright- 
ful cost. After all, wrong is not more 
a matter of divine enactment than 
what the experience of the race has 
proved to be disastrous; and equally, 
right is only what the same experi- 
ence has found to be the safest and 
men course. When Solomon says 
wisdom’s ways are ways of pleasant- 
ness, he is only quoting the experi- 
ence of mankind. If there were no 
divine laws we should be obliged to 
make human laws of exactly the same 
kind. When we are told, therefore, 
to do right, we are only told to do 
what in the end will please ourselves 
most. The most of our miseries come 
because we will not believe this, but 
are continually thinking that we can 
go our own way and find pleasure in 
what has always proved disastrous. 
With a few exceptions coming from 
accident or misfortune we may say 
with Epictetus, “If a man is unhappy 
this must be his own fault, for God 
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truth has been taught by every reli- 
gion, moralist, philosopher and prea- 
cher from the beginning of time. 

anyone will find the work that nature 
meant him and made him to do, if he 
will daily try to give his mind a little 
more grasp and breadth, by making 
himself familiar with “the best that 
has been said and done in the world,” 
if he will overcome the evil in his own 
breast and develop what nature made 
sound and true there, he will rapidly 
find the pleasures of life in abundance. 
The world will be a tropical clime, 
bearing pleasures in inexhaustible 
profusion on every side. Duty, labor, 
thought, imagination and memory 
will be sources of pleasure; nature 
will disclose her beauty; man will 
bring his tribute of respect and affec- 
tion, and the Almighty daily prove 
that “all things work together for 
good” to them that seek happiness in 
divinely appointed ways. anyone 
will not do this he does not deserve 
much happiness of any kind, and his 
complaints and miseries are only the 
confessions of wasted opportunities, 
and a foolish life.— Jeur- 


made all men to be happy.” The same | nad. 
A FEW HINTS. 


THERE is ‘ae which in modern 
society is denominated etiquette. It 
means the form or conduct to be ob- 
served toward particular persons, in 
certain times and places. 

The Saints are destined to become 
the head, socially and otherwise. To 
attain so enviable a position they 
must become reformatory leaders. 
The sooner this fact is recognized 
practically, the sooner will the con- 
templated goal be reached. There- 
fore let that person, who in any par- 
ticular direction is inspired to work 
pure reformation himself, begin in 
faith, not waiting for others to com- 
mence the good work. 

Now, is the table etiquette of the 
Latter-day Saints what it should be? 
Would it not be well to have a little 
more social intercourse at the table? 
An old adage has it that children, at 
the table, should be seen and not 


heard. Should this be so at all times? 
Is the idea philosophically correct? 
Is it not rather a truism that mutual 
intercourse during our meals, under 
properguidance, would promote phyal- 
cal health and intellectual growth 

Our children are sometimes urged 
to ask questions in the Sunday school 
class, in the day school, and, occasion- 
ally, elsewhere. Should they not 
also be enco to join in discus- 
sion within the family circle? Should 
we not for their sakes, partially, in- 
troduce suitable points to discuss? 
For instance, the proper observance 
of the Sabbath day is a subject that 
often receives mention in meetings. 
Why not parents review that import- 
ant topic with their children at home, 
in familiar conversation? 

Iam not advocating that children 
should be allowed to talk indiscrimi- 
nately anywhere. And, at the table, 
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he or she who”presides should do so 
with becoming dignity; wisely open- 
ing the channels of pure and whole- 
some thought, to the exclusion of un- 
wholesome tendencies, breaking down, 
at once, those barriers to progressive 
enjoyment, undue formality and fami- 
liarity. 

The Book of Doctrine and Cove- 
nants informs us that much laughter 
is sin; and yet laughter may be in- 
dulged in moderately, at times with 

rofit. I mean modest, well-behaved 
aughter. And yet can anyone cun- 
clude that God is displeased with that 
clear, ringing, musical laugh which is 
but the overflowing of a glad heart? 

But, to return to the subject of 

outhful discussion or intercourse. 

hether at the table or elsewhere, 
there is a manner of discussion be- 
tween young people and their elders, 
or superiors, which is void of offense, 
nay, even mutually profitable. This 
consists, in part, in putting forth a 
proposition interrogatively, rather 
than assumptively; and the principle 
involved is a proper respect to others, 


according to the relative position of 
the parties. For instance, Johnny 
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has observed an act of some person 
which he considers wrong. Instead 
of addressing the supposed offender, 
or referring to him or her, by way of 
accusation, it would be much better 
to ask if such and such conduct is in 
accordance with correct principles; 
and that, without direct reference to 
the doer of the deed. 

Again, Mary wishes to define her 
position or views upon any particular 
subject; perhaps she wishes to advo- 
cate a strict observance of the Word 
of Wisdom. Now, it would be in 
better taste for her to ask, as one 
seeking information, concerning the 
propriety of using tea or coffee, under 
such and such circumstances, than 
bluntly to state her opinion in refer- 
ence to the point at issue. 

Confined waters, being motionless, 
become foul. To promote the deve- 
lopment of pure knowledge, the 
thoughts of the mind must have vent. 
Let children, therefore, be taught to 
inquire after truth, to discuss princi- 
ple; but to ask of ya a per- 
sons, at proper times and places, and 
in a becoming manner.—Juventle 
Instructor. 


ENGLAND'S STRENGTH IN CASE OF WAR. 


DiscussInc an article of General 
Baker Pasha, under the above head- 
ing, in the current number of Black- 

s Magazne, the United Service 
Gazette says:—“‘ Baker Pasha’s views 
of army reorganization may be briefly 
stated. He says that an army not 
ready for offensive action is a useless 
force, for it must always be remem- 
bered that it is a military axiom be- 
yond question that a purely defensive 
force must ever succumb to one cap- 
able of offence or defence. Looking, 
then, at the heterogeneous composi- 
tion of the British army, he says that 
the volunteers and yeomanry must be 
looked upon as merely defensive. 


The militia certainly should not be so 
considered. In recent wars we have 
constantly utilised the militia abroad 
on their volunteering by regiments, 
and were the militia made part of the 
offensive power of the country the 


tone of that force would be consider- | 


ably rai and officers and men 
would think more highly of them- 
selves if subject to oe service in 
times of emergency. ‘Every well- 
organised army in Europe,’ says the 
writer, ‘can place half its force in the 
field in case of war. At the present 
moment England cannot place 30,000, 
or even 20,000, men in the field with- 
out drawing heavily on the remainder 
of the army.’ The total number of 
all ranks in the active mili service 
of the Crown borne on the Estimates 
of the current year is (exclusive of 
71,691—all ranks—serving in India) 
350,605, and if we except the princi- 
- adopted in other countries that 
alf this force should be available for 
the field, we should have a field army 
of 175,302 men. From the last total 
several important reductions must be 
made:— 
Troops serving in Egypt and 
the Colonies - - 
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Colonial Corps - -  - 2,931 | which equals 247,364, ora field army 

Deduct 50 per cent. for de- of 123.682 men. This would give 

pots and reinforcements about 100,000 combatants and 23,000 

of Colonial garrisons in departmental troops. ‘If the army 

the event of war - 16,465 organized,’ says Gener- 

Deduct 50 per cent. for rein- al er, ‘this is the force which, ac- 

forcements to Indian cording to our present strength, should 

Army in the eventof war 35,845 be always ready for the field in case 

Deduct 18,000 Militia be- of war. It is clear that our whole 

low strength - - = 18,000 | system must be radically wrong when 

we have not 30,000 so prepared; and, 

103,241 | even if we had the two corps darmee 

contemplated, or 60,000 men, it would 

A recapitulation of the above table} not be half the number which we 
gives 350,605 men minus 103,241, | have the right to expect.’” 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial Papers. ) 


According to the sexton’s report, the number of deaths in Salt Lake City, 
for August, was 62—males 36, females 26. 


Tue Suir Acarnst tHE CaurcH.—When the Territorial Supreme Court 
convened on the Ist of September, F. 8. Richards, attorney for the defense 
in the suits of the United States vs. the Trustees of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, and the United States vs. The Perpetual Emi- 
gration Fund Company, moved that the defense be given until October 21st, 
next, to answer, the former date being September 15th. Mr. Peters did not 
oppose the postponement under the showing made by the defense, but stated 
that he did not wish the record to show that he had consented, as the cases 
were being pressed to an issue by the United States Attorney General’s office. 
The motion was granted by the Court. 


A meeting was held at the Chamber of Commerce, in Salt Lake City, Utah 
Territory, on the 3lst day of August, a.p. 1887, to take the necessary steps 
for the purpose of forming a corporation to construct and operate a railroad 
within the limit of Salt Lake and Tooele Counties. Governor West, who is 
taking a prominent part in the enterprise, stated that it was necessary for 
$175,000 in stock to be subscribed before the company could be in corporated 
acoording to law: $56,000 was subscribed at the meeting, and a committee 
was appointed to solicit subscriptions forstock. It is expected that ultimately 
the road will be pushsd on to Deep Creek, Nevada, and from thence to Los 
Angeles, California. It will probably be known as the Salt Lake, Nevada 
and Los Angeles Railway. 


" A mother’s heart is open to so many appeals from babyland that it must be ruled by 
the bit and bridle of a firm mind, or wrong will surely be done. Mothers, nurses and 
teachers in common have to exercise very great self-denial and self-restraint, and this 
as much in the direction of indulgence as in the contrary one of discipline. More’ 
children indeed are spoiled by indiscreet kindness than by severity; and perhaps there 
would never be any need for the latter if the little ones had never been used to the 
former. 
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NO TEMPORAL INDUCEMENTS HELD OUT. 


Ture Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has frequently been charged 
with holding out temporal or material advantages to prospective converts to 
its faith, in order to influence them to become members of the body religious 
Indeed it is not unfrequently claimed that that is the very secret of its success 
in gating proéefytes. We will not be so dismgennous as to say that there 
havé beén no cdsés where individual Elders have been so unwise as to hold 
ott niateriaf ddvantagés to be gained by a union with the Church, for such 
cies, We drésotry to sdy, have occurred. But that such Elders have ever 
been artthorized by the Church to adopt such a course is untrue. The posi- 
tion of thé Chutch telative to the subject in hand is admirably stated in an 
editorial in a late rromber of the Deseret News, which we here introduce: 

We have récefved « letter of inquiry from a gentleman residing in Lima, Ohio. He 
stetee that he had often thought he would like to join his interests with those of our peo- 
ple. He has heard our Elders preach, and asserts that he has now made up his mind to 
jom the Church and come on to Utah. Following this declaration is an inquiry as to 
whether he could find here suitable employment by which he could make a living. This 

is followed by a description of his person and character. 

Ba is a sample of many similar letters which we receive and are expected to 
afitwer, that Whatever reply we may have to offer may cover as much ground as practi- 
ciible, We prssetit i€ through these columns. A conclusion to take so serious a step as'to 
minke a covenant to sérve God by identification with the Church of Christ, shoald We 
based on.am understanding of the truth of the principles of its faith and practice and a 
love for them, repentance of all sin being also an indispensible prerequisite. Every idea 

employment or no employment, prosperity or adversity, the iple 
be sacrifice for the sake of the truth. correspondent has heard 
the Gospel in its purity, it is his privilege, and that of all others similarly dtuated, to 
yield obedience to ite requirements and take cheerfully the consequences, which fre- 
quérttlp appear in the shape of abuse, villifieation, persecution, occasionally poverty and 
other ineonvenieno@ to match. No immediate temporal inducement is, or at least, 
slsould be helti-cut to eaube poole to'join-the Church. The promise is simply that to 
ghose who “‘weck first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, all things shall be 
adde&” During the intervening peried pending the addition of the “other things,” 
many perplexities, aanoyances and disvomforts have frequently to be encountered. Our 
correspondent and others in a similar situation who are sincere in their efforts to lean 
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and obey the truth, have our heartfelt sympathy and best wishes for their success, but 
we can hold ont no inducements or immediate hopes of s temporal character. Those 
who join the community simply in that regard cast in their interests with them and take 
their chances with the ce. 

The only inducement which the Elders are authorized to hdéld out to people 
who contemplate joining the Church is that by obedience to the Gospel of 
Christ, of which they are teachers, mankind will obtain a remission of their 
sins, reconciliation with God and the followship of the Holy Ghost, which 
will guide them into all truth, refine their natures, purify their hearts and 
prepare them to endure the presence of God; giving them, in short, a hope o 
a glorious resurrection. 

Then, as to the matter of members of the Church gathering to the land of 
Zion, increased material prosperity should not be the incentive which prompts 
the movenient; but a sincere desire to do the will of God, who, in fulfillment 
of the inspired vision ef the Apostle John on Patmos (Rev. xviii, 4), has 
spokert front heaven saying: “ Come out of her (Babylon) my people, that ye 
be dt partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. For her 
sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities.” 
That commandment should be obeyed by the Saints as cheerfully when it 
requires a sacrifice of material prospects as when it promises a temporal bles- 
sing. Those who make the sacrifice have every reason to believe that how- 


ever much they may be inconvenienced for a time through making it, the final - 


result will be for their permanent good, even though it should not bring back 
to them the material prosperity sacrificed. There are many things of more 
worth, and that secure greater happiness even in this life, than the wealth of 
this world which perishes with the using; and among them may be enumer- 
ated the comsciousness of having, so far as one knows, complied with all the 
requirements of heaven; of feeling and knowing that one’s sacrifice has been 
accepted by the powers of héaven, and that one has gained the favor of Goa 
by manifesting a willingness to count all things as dross to the excellence of 
the knowledge of God. These considerations, together with the privilege of 
assisting more directly in building up the kingdom of God on the earth, be~- 
coming more immediately identified with that glorious institution, and the 
inestimable blessing of rearing their families in the midst of the Saints, 
where their children will be measurably free from the vices of the world and 
its false notions of God and religion; and where they will not be liable to 
contract nidfriage rélationships that will lead them out of the Church of 
God—are blessings which will more than compensate for any sacrifice of 
material interests. The desire then to comply with the law of God should be 
the grand incentive prompting people who contemplate joining the Church, 
and the Saints who are looking Zionward. That which is more or less than 
this cometh of evil, and needs to be repented of. The purpose of the heart 
should be unalterably fixed to win the esteem of heaven—the favor of God— 
no matter what the cost in a worldly sense may be, and to walk wherever He 
may lead, irrespective of the frowns or the favors of fortune, the applause or 
condemnation of the world; and tu be alike faithful through good and evil 
report. The man or woman who cannot arouse within them a faith of so 
sublime a character, can scarcely hope to] become the associates, or attain to 
the heights of salvation reached by those who have exercised such faith, and 


| 
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who have witnessed to the world and to their God that they possessed such > 
faith by their works and their sacrifies. The teachings of the Church respect- 
ing this point is stated in the Doctrine and Covenants as follows: 

Let us here observe, that a religion that does not require the sacrifice of all things 
never has power sufficient to produce the faith necessary unto life and salvation; for, 
from the first existence of man, the faith necessary unto the enjoyment of life and sal- 
vation never could be obtained without the sacrifice of all earthly things. It was through 
this sacrifice, and this only, that God has ordained that men should enjoy eternal life; 
and it is through the medium of the sacrifice of all earthly things that men do actually 
know that they are doing the things that are well pleasing in the sight of God. When a 
man has offered in sacrifice all that he has for the truth’s sake, not even withholding his 
life, and believing before God that he has been called to make this sacrifice because he 
seeks to do His will, he’ does know, most assuredly, that God does and will accept his 
sacrifice and offering, and that he has not, nor will not seek his face in vain. Under 
these circumstances, then, he can obtain the faith necessary for him to lay hold on eternal 
life. It is in vain for persons to fancy to themselves that they are heirs with those, or | 
can be heirs with them, who have offered their all in sacrifice, and by this means ob- 
tained faith in God and favor with him so as to obtain eternal life, unless they, in like 
manner, offer unto him the same sacrifice, and through that offering obtain the knowl- 
edge that they are accepted of him (Doc. & Cov., vi Lecture on Faith, 7, 8). 

Moreover, to return to the main feature we desire to present to our readers, 
if the Saints, or those who contemplate joining the Church, will turn their 
attention to the ancient prophecies of the Jewish Scriptures respecting the 
gathering of Israel in the last days, they will discover that enriching that 
people with the wealth of this world is not the primary object in bringing 
them together. Isaiah says: 

And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord’s house shall 
be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and al) 
nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go 
up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us 
of his ways, and we will walk in his paths (Isaiah ii, 2, 3). 

The object of going up to the House of the Lord located in the top of the 
mountains, according to this prophet, is not to improve the condition of the 
people as to the possession of worldly goods, but that they might be taught of 
the ways of the Lord and walk in His paths. And to this agrees the testi- 
mony of Jeremiah, who in speaking of the same great event—the gathering _ 
of God’s people in the last days—says: 

I will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion: and I 
will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and 
understanding (Jeremiah iii, 14, 15). 

Here again we see the prominent idea is that the people shall be taught 
the ways of the Lord. And to this we may say the testimony of all the 
prophets agree. 

It is for the Saints to put their trust in the Lord, and carry into practice 
the admonition—“ Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness; 
and all these things (food, rajment, etc.) shall be added unto you” And in 
carrying out this instruction, the people in these lands have before them the 
experience of the Saints now in Zion to encourage them. They have put 
their trust in Him, and they have not trusted in vain, for God has blessed 
them abundantly as a people with the blessings of earth as well as with the 
blessings of heaven. Let the Saints go forth with honesty of purpose oot 


- they have nothing to fear. 


4 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 603° 


THE DISTURBANCES AT SWANSEA. 


In this number of the Star will be found an account of the disgraceful pro- 
ceedings of the enemies of the Saints at a meeting held at Swa South 
Wales. The account as given in the Cambria Daily Leader and Western 
Mail scarcely require any comment from us, as the statement of the affair by 
the papers quoted, which by no means can be considered as prejudiced in 
favor of “ Mormonism,” is sufficient to stamp the acts of the parties creating 
the uproar with infamy. We are quite willing that our cause should be 
_ judged by the spirit of —— and longsuffering manifest on the part of the 
Elders, and the spirit of unfairness, rowdyism, and vindictive hatred manifest 
by the disturbers of the —— only remarking that the fruits of the Spirit 
of God—“ are love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 
ness and temperance”—none of which qualities were manifest by those who 
serene the truths advocated by President Teasdale and his companions. 
eir actions partook more of the character of the silversmith of Ephesus, 
Demetrius, and his followers, who o the Apostle Paul and his associates 
in that city, by rushing off into the theatre, carrying with them two of Paul’s 
companions, but refused to hear them speak, drowning their voices oy shout- 
ing for two long hours, “Great is Diana of the Ephesians;” and doubtless 
these philosophers(?) considered they had gained a great victory over Paul, 
and had effectually disproved the divinity of the message he was sent to 
declare to that —_ Our Swansea opponents may deceive themselves in 
the same manner, but sooner or later they will stand face to face with the 
testimony of the messengers of God, and before a tribunal where noise will 
not be considered argument, or vindictive hatred, refutation. R, 


Notice To Emiérants.—As the number of intermediate berths that can 
be had on the 8.8. Nevada, Oct. 8th, are limited, it is necessary that those 
who purpose going intermediate apply at once to have berths reserved for 
them, giving names and ages of passengers. It is advisable, also, that those 
who intend going in the steerage should send their names and ages to this 
Office as early as possible. 7 


By cablegram from New York, we learn that the company of Saints who left 
Liverpool on the 27th of August, per S.S. Wetsconsin, arrived there on the 8th 
inst., and started westward the same day—all well. 


District Meetings will be held in Glasgow, at the Saints Hall, 87, Gallowgate, on 
Sunday, September 25, 1887. Services to commence at 10-30 a.m., and 2-30 
and 6-30 p.m. President Teasdale is expected to attend. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS. 


RELEASES. 


Tue following Elders are released to return to Utah with the company that 
will leave Liverpool October 8, 1887: 
James P. Low from the presidency of the Irish Mission. 
Seldon Clawson from the presidency of the Newcastle Conference. 
Edward — from being Traveling Elder in the London Conference. | 
Joseph 8. Wells from being Traveling Elder in the Nottingham Conference. 
Samuel Francis, jun., from being Traveling Elder in the Sheffield Confer- 


ence. 
Besides the foregoing, the following Elders are released from presiding and 

being Traveling Elde ‘to labor in other parts of the Mission: bi: 
Henry Walsh from the presidency of the Nottingham Conference. 


| 
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F. 8. Bramwell from, the preside acy of the Sheffield Conference. 

James J. Chandler from the presidency of the Norwich Conference. 

J. H. Kelson, D. H. Morris and C. H. Rhees from the London Conference. 

©. Green from the Welsh Mission. 

W. Watterson from the Liverpool Conference. 

L. Naylor from the Nottingham Conference. 

William Pearce from the Norwich Conference. 

S. 8. Hulet from the Leeds Conference. 

APPOINTMNETS. 

F. 8. Bramwell is appointed to succeed Henry Walsh in the presidency of 

to succeed F. 8. Bramwell in th id f 
enry Walsh is appoin su ; m in the presidency o 

the Sheffield Conference. a 

David H. Morris is appointed to succeed James P. Low in the presidency 
of the Irish Mission. 

John H. Kelson to succeed Seldon Clawson in the presidency of the New- 
castle Conference. 

Levi Naylor to succeed James J. Chandler in the presidency of the Nor- 
wich Conference. 

The following are appointed to be Traveling Elders in the Cunferences 


named: 
Cornelius Green and C. H. Rhees to labor in the Bristol Conference, under 


the direction of Elder Henry te 

William Watterson in the Welsh Mission, under the direction of Elder 
David Williams. 

James J. Chandler in the London Conference, under the direction of Elder 
Hetity Ballard. 

William Pearce in the Nottingham Conference, under the direction of 
Elder F. 8. Bramwell. 

S. S. Hulet in the Norwich Conference, under the direction of Elder Levi 


Naylor. 
President of the Church of Jesus Christ 
GrorcE TEASDALE, { of Latter- Saints in the British 


MORMONISM ON THE STUMP IN SWANSEA. 


THE OLD DISPENSATION IN DANGER. 


ADOLPHUS D. BOLITHO TO THE RESOUE. 


UPROARIOUS PROCEEDINGS IN THE ALBERT HALL. 


SHABBY TREATMENT OF AN APOSTLE. 


[Sucg is the heading of the following } iment men in the faith, addressed a 


diecription of a meeting, held by 
Apostle George Teasdale and Elder 
R. 8. Campbell in Sw South 
Wales, as contained in the Cambria 
Dady Leader, of 13th September. ] 


“Elder George Teasdale, one of the 
12 apostles of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Sainte, accom- 
ponies by Elder R. 8. Campbell and 

der David Williams, and other em- 


crowded meeting on Monday night, 
in the Swansea Albert Minor att 
}and although Elder Teasdale was lis- 
tened to with attention and without 
interruption by a crowded audience, 
| there was at the close an unseemly 
-exhibition to which that on the oc- 
casion of the recent Christadelphian 
'debate, was not to be conipared. 
Joseph Smith, the founder, apostle, 


and prophet of the Mornienites was 
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described by a Mr. Caswall, who 
visited Utah, in 1845, as ‘a coarse 
plebian person in aspect, and his 
countenance exhibits a curious mix- 
ture of the knave and the clown.’ 
The followers of the prophet who con- 
ducted the meeting in the Albert 
Hall, presented quite a different ap- 
pearance, were apparently earnest and 
sincere, and able to give an intelligent 
reason for the faith that is in them. 
Elder George Teasdale reminded one 
of a on has wg not to say, thrivin 
Nonconformist minister, well ve 
in the Scriptures, and able to ‘hold 
forth’ learnedly about them. The 
other brethren also gaye one the idea 
of being eminently superior to the 
stamp of men that pre-conceived im- 
pressions of leaders of Mormonism 
might have led one to expect. No 
sect probably has been so much abus- 
ed as the Mormons, and its origin has 
been described as a gross imposition, 
its adherents as the victims of delu- 
sion. The onus lay upon Elder Teas- 
dale of removing popular prejudices, 
and in the disc a of this difficult 
duty he was naturally listened to with 
respect, as if it can be proved that the 
Mormons have really received revela- 
tions from Heaven, it must materially 
improve their chance of success, and 
of obtaining proselytes in this coun- 
try, for they who cannot accept pro- 
rly authenticated revelations from 
eaven, must be indeed hard to 
lease. The congregation, on Mon- 
ay night, probably consisted of an- 
xious enquiries after truth, but un- 
fortunately Elder Teasdale made 
scarcely any attempt to remove the 
popular prejudices he so much deplor- 
ed. He an ex- 
ition of what is in Mormon- 
a speaking for a hour-and-a-half 
in proof of his contention that man is 
a dual being, composed of body and 
spirit, capable of acting out of the 
body as well as in the , having 
a pre-existence, happiness in this life, 
and the ibility of a glorious eter- 
nity with the Father. He showed 
how, at the very commencement of 
the Christian dispensation, people 
preferred the doctrines and wisdom 
were and per- 
secuted so the Mormons were now, 


| ‘the sect that is everywhere spoken 
against,’ and for 50 years the world 
had been flooded with stories coneern- 
ing them; societies had been formed 
to prevent their preaching, and ev 
form of opposition had been devis 
to hinder them in the dissemination 
of the truth, and the people from be- 
ing persuad 
their views. And as they had been 
thus misrepresented, it was his pro- 
to help and to em 
in clear, simple lan the princi- 
ples of the Latter-day Sain ts, as the 
should give him utterance. 
his he did, entering philosophically 
into the Mormonist belief in pre-ex- 
istence, our present state and future 
destiny, but polygamy, and other 
things, associated in the public mind, 
with the creed of the saints, was not 
touched upop, and the audience, evi- 
dently were not satisfied with elo- 
quent ap on the religion of Mor- 
mon, and the disinterestedness of its 
professors. At the close of the ser- 
mon, the rising of Mr. Adolphus D. 
Bolitho served to fan into a fame the 
irritation that the elder seemed to 
have engendered. Mr. Bolitho asked 
to be allowed to say a few words, and 
was received with cries of ‘Turn him 


calls, ascended the tform, and 
spoke a few words to the elders, who 
received him unfavorably, remarking 
that as they had rented the room they 
intended to close the meeting. This 
created a storm of opposition, above 
which was heard the voice of Mr. 
Bolitho—‘Allow me, sir.’ (Cries of 
‘Turn him out,’)and he managed to 
say that the elder had failed utterly 
to defend the immoral practice of the 
Mormons in entrapping hundreds of 
innocent girls, many of whom had 
afterwards to seek refuge in asylums. 
(Applause.) By this time the audi- 
ence had risen. Some had gathered 
round the platform in a defiant atti- 
tude, hurling their anathemas at Mor- 
mon practices, others were standing 
up, very red in the face, partienlarly 
so, one old gentleman, worked up to a 
in an outing repeate 

at the elders: ‘Condemned out of 
your own book.’ All this time, yoars 
of laughter accompanied the proce-d- 


ed of the correctness of. 


out.” Mr. Bolitho, in response to - 
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ings. Mr. Bolitho was, however, 
heard above the din saying, ‘Allow 
me two minutes.’ This request was 
, amid cries of ‘What are you 

afraid of.’ The elders, it is only fair 
to say, under these trying circum- 
stan showed a truly 
of Christian resignation. der 
- Teasdale, who stood passive and un- 
* moved, attempted to speak, getting so 
far as ‘Iam only a stranger here,’ 
~ (uproar, ‘we will question you. You 
"are public property.’) Elder Teasdale: 
Shame, shame. Another Elder: Let 
us dismiss the meeting (no, no). Mr. 
- Bolitho was again heard inviting those 
nt to remain for half an hour aud 

e would pay for the use of the room. 
_ The elders here showed an increasing 
desire to close the meeting, and a 
hymn was sung and a prayer offered, 
durin roar and loud laughter, 
the old gentleman, aforesaid, and 
’ others, throwing into the prayer, as it 
proceeded, such passages as ‘Ah you 
wretch, | ‘*Where’s your recruits,’ 
‘how many wives have you got sonny.’ 
- (Laughter.) The Elders, seeing that 
matters were likely to become danger- 
ous, picked up their belongings, and 


made for the side door, the retreat 


being as consistent with apostolic 
circumstances would per- 
mit. The young men in the audience 
here took ion of the platform, 
while Mr. Bolitho spoke upon Mor- 
mons and Mormonism. Ali manner 
of yells and execrations were indulged 
in, songs were sung, forms overturned, 
and this conduct continued until the 
was extinguished and the meeting 
had terminated in disorder and con- 
fusion. There will probably be a re- 
petition of this performance to-night, 
and again on Friday night, when Mr. 
Bolitho has undertaken to challenge 
- to a public debate any Mormon that 
- can be produced.” 
[THE second night’s meeting at Swan- 
sea is thus discribed by the Western 
Mau for 14th September:] 


MORMON MISSIONARIES AT 
SWANSEA. 


ANOTHER NOISY MEETING. 


_ “ Another noisy Mormon meeting was 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


held at the Albert!Minor Hall, Swan- 
sea, on Tuesday evening. Elder Teas- 
dale occupied the chair, and he was 
on the by several 
other elders. ayer and singin 
were indulged in at .the outset, an 
then Elder Teasdale proceeded to de- 
liver an address. He was allowed to 
spéak for nearly half-an-hour on the 
condition of affairs'at Utah, touching 
on the religion, the*mode of govern- 
ment, the thrift of the Mormons, the 
general prosperity,"of the obedience 
to the law, and the freedom from 
crime which prevailed there. He 
said—he knew it would seem strange 
to those present—that a man was 
capable of living with two women, 
and he knew he was advocating an 
unpopular doctrine——({A Voice: ‘An 
unchristian doctrine,’ and applause. 
Piease listen to me, he continued—( 
Voice: ‘ You cannot deny it,’ and up- 
roar.) on be- 
ing restored, appealed to those 
sent to hear him, and said he did not 
want to take away a bad impression 
with bim. He would not do them 
any harm, but would certainly do 
them good, if they would allow him 
to explain. The crimes attributed to 
the Mormons were impossible, for 
they lived in villages, and everybody 
knew everything about everybody. 
They were, he presumed, laughing 
about two women living in legal habi- 
tation with one man. His wife was 
a handsome woman, and, when he 
went to Utab, was possessed of the same 
prejudices as those present. He was 
told Brigham Young would take her 
away, but he did not believe such 
stuff, and went there, and she was 
not taken away. (A Voice: ‘He had 
too many, I expect,’ and uproar.) 
There was, resumed the elder, after a 
few minutes, one thing he had seen in 
England, but never in Utah, and that 
was a woman with black eyes, {A 
Voice: ‘No, they were too many for 
the husband.” Laughter.) The elder 
was proceeding, when considerable 
uproar ensued, and a free fight took 
ace oy ae some young roughs at 
uck of the hall. Speaking with con- 
siderable difficulty, he proceeded to 
say no man was allowed to take a 
second wife without the consent of 
first. (Loud laughter and confusion 
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followed, the rest of the speech bein 

more or less inaudible.) At length 
the elder gave up the attempt, and 
watched the free fights taking place 
at the back of the hall, which were 
varied now and then by the breaking 
of chairs, cheering, and the ejection 
of some disorderly characters. The 
more peaceably disposed congregated 
round the platform, and others went 
into the crowd behind, with the ob- 
ject of promoting order, but the up- 
roar continued. Mr. Bolitho ascend- 
ed the platform and appealed for or- 
der saying that the opposition would 
have their opportunity on Friday 
night, when the Saints would be ap- 
plied to. The elders were invited to 
attend the meeting, and if they refus- 
ed to do so the public could draw their 
own inferences. Elder Teasdale de- 


clined after that night’s exhibition to 
be such a fool as to attend another 
meeting, and closed the meeting by 
asking the audience, after what had 
occured, to excuse him from speaking 
any further. He went there that 
night with the object of answering 
to the best of his ability a few ques- 
tions, and if he had been prevented 
that was not his fault. He was sorry 
to have been treated so unkindly by 
the people of Swansea, but he declin- 
ed to believe that those present were 
a fair specimen of the inhabitants of 
that beautiful town. By this time 
forms and chairs were banging about 
here and there, and pandemonium 
revailed. At length the gas was 
owered, and at a late hour the hall 
was cleared. 


MINUTES OF THE LONDON CONFERENCE, 


HELD AT ORSON’S ACADEMY, 23, NEW ROAD, COMMERCIAL ROAD, LONDON, EAST, 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 1887. 


ELDERS from Utah: Apostle 
George Teasdale, President of the 
European Missison; D. M. McAllister, 
of the Liverpool Office; H. Ballard, 
President of, and J. H. Kelson, N. Y. 
Schofield, D. H. Morris, E. Clyde, 
Lewis Cannon, C. H. Rhees, E. 
White, Robert Ford, John Bi 

Charles Barrett, Andrew Hyer, Wm. 
Baker, Wm. Woods, Henry Edding- 
ton and Jas. W. Thompson, Traveling 
Elders in the London Conference. 


Th i 18 offered b 
@ opening prayer was offe y 
Elder John Bagge 

President H. Ballard, having made 
a few opening remarks of an inter- 
esting character, the Branch Presi- 
dents reported as follows: C. E. Pye, 
West London; John Marshall, White- 
chapel, and Geo. Ellis, North London. 
The reports on the whole were favor- 
able and encouraging. 

Elder Lewis Cannon then briefly 
reported his labors and testified to the 
truth of the Gospel. 

Elder White reported his labors in 
the Portsmouth and Southampton 
District. He also bore testimony to 
the truth of the work of God. 


The choir sang an anthem. 

Elder Thompson then made a few 
general remarks, after which 

Apostle Geo. Teasdale said: — 
The Gospel of the Lord Jesus 


Christ was different from anything 


else that he knew of, tho Elders were 
sent forth with a very —— m ) 
—merely to tell the people the only 
way they could obtain eternal life. 
They had a testimony to bear to the 
world that Joseph Smith was a _ 
het of the true and livin . 
id the people believe it? 0; not 
any more than they did Jesus in His 
day. The spirit of many of the de- 
monations was to kill those who did 
not believe as they did. The world 
loved that which was popular. The 
testimony of the Elders was after the 
honest in heart. They had come 
— miles to tell the people that 
had spoken from the heavens. 

He could say that he had received a 
testimony of the work thirty-five 
years ago, and since then he had 
striven to gain a better ressurrection. 
The people thought we were deluded; 
well, all he could say was that it was 
a very happy delusion. When Brig- 
ham Young died, it was said that 


 -—- 


